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sudden close of the spectacle which they were assembled
to behold; but they were relieved from the necessity of
judging between the conflicting parties. Bernard, in.
the heat and pride of his triumph, after having in vain,
and with taunts, provoked his mate adversary, proceeded
now in no measured language to pursue his victory.
The martial and unlearned prelates vainly hoped that as
they had lost the excitement of the fray, they might
escape the trouble and fatigue of this profound theolo-
gical investigation. But the inflexible Bernard would
as little spare them as he would his adversary. The
faithful disciple of Abelard describes with some touches
of satire, but with reality which reads like truth, the
close of this memorable day. The discomfited Abelard
had withdrawn; his books were now produced, a person
commanded to read aloud all the objectionable parts at
full length in all their logical aridity. The bishops, as
evening drew on, grew weary, and relieved their fatigue
with wine. The wine and the weariness brought on
sleep: the drowsy assembly sat, some leaning on their
elbows, some with cushions under their heads, some
with their heads dropping on their knees. At each
pause they murmured sleepily " damnamus," we
condemn, till at length some cut short the word and
faintly breathed " namus."f

Abelard had appealed to Borne; at Rome his adver-
saries had prepared for his reception.

The report of the Council to Borne is in such terms
as these: " Peter Abelard makes void the whole Chris-
tian faith by attempting to comprehend the nature of
God through human reason. He ascends up into heaven,
he goes down into hell. Nothing can elude him either
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